Draft Resolution – 

REGARDING A PROPOSED COLORADO CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THAT WOULD RESTRICT GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

WHEREAS, Boulder County has long promoted public policy that protects the dignity of all who live in our communities, fights against injustices and abuses, and promotes health and safety of the people of Boulder County; and 

WHEREAS, Boulder County is proud of its long and distinguished tradition of protecting the civil rights and liberties of the residents of Boulder County; and


WHEREAS, on October 27, 2005 there was submitted to the Colorado Legislative Council a proposed Colorado Constitutional Amendment for the 2005-2006 Initiative cycle identical to 2003-2004 Initiative #88, titled “Restrictions on Government Services to Illegal Immigrants,” (Legislative Council File #55); and

WHEREAS, additional measures to address segments of the issue of immigration reform have been introduced in the Colorado General Assembly in 2006; and


WHEREAS, the proposed initiative and measures would restrict the provision of non-emergency services by the State and local governments to United States citizens and aliens lawfully present in the United States, except as mandated by federal law; and

WHEREAS, this proposed initiative will carry unintended consequences that will negatively impact the health and safety of the people of Boulder County; and

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation would require the state to implement new procedures at all county and local agencies to verify citizenship and immigration status; and

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation would discourage citizens and residents alike from seeking immunizations and treatment for diseases, increasing Colorado’s risk for epidemics and costing much more than preventative health care; and

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation would require county staff, community agencies, doctors and nurses to waste precious time demanding birth certificates and passports instead of providing medical attention, and would create an atmosphere of intimidation where Coloradans are afraid to get help and where health care workers have to risk their jobs and freedom to give care; and

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation would undermine public health and safety by causing residents to be fearful to call 911 for an ambulance, call for help in domestic violence or child abuse situations, come forward for the safety and protection of our communities, because they would fear the required checks of their citizenship or immigration status; and 

WHEREAS, successful response to a major community health threat, such as a bioterrorism incident or Avian Flu, will require all residents to take precautions, assist in disease control investigations, and perhaps make themselves available for medications or treatment.  If some residents do not come forward for fear of apprehension, they may create an unacceptable level of vulnerability by sustaining a reservoir of contagion in our communities; and

WHEREAS, public health nurses must be able to work with undocumented parents of a handicapped U.S. citizen infant in order to assure that the child will achieve his or her maximum potential and reduce the expenditure of community resources to the lowest attainable level; and

WHEREAS, preventing unintended pregnancies through access to family planning services is essential for all residents, including those who are undocumented; and

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation could apply to any public service or benefit provided by any county and county funded local human service provider in Boulder County, and because of Boulder County’s value of collaboration and partnership would burden all involved with immigration enforcement, including community health centers, mental health providers, shelters, and others; and 

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation would make systematic racial profiling official policy in Colorado and would make it more likely that Latinas/os and other people of color will be questioned about their immigration status in Colorado’s schools, hospitals, libraries, government offices, and universities; and

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation would create a climate of fear and suspicion in which everyone is routinely questioned about their citizenship status, would be required to “show their documents” upon demand, would be required to carry a birth certificate or passport or evidence of legal immigration status to do daily business and errands, and would be required to provide personal information to numerous government agencies on a frequent basis, in violation of their right to privacy; and

WHEREAS, mass racial profiling and unfair denial of benefits to citizens resulting from the proposed legislation could perpetuate many costly lawsuits, clogging the state’s legal system; and

WHEREAS, if passed, legislation would give individuals the right to sue Boulder County if they believe public employees are violating the Amendment, representing an extremely costly proposition for Colorado taxpayers;

WHEREAS, the implementation of policies that deny public health and social services to undocumented immigrants will create conditions that threaten the health of the entire community and create costs that exceed any potential perceived savings;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Boulder County Board of Commissioners strongly opposes the “Restrictions on Government Services to Illegal Immigrants” initiative with its proposed Constitutional Amendment; and other related proposed measures that impact undocumented residents and delivery of services in Boulder County.
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