HIRED GUNS TAKE AIM AT YOUR GUNS!

Source:  American Guardian (May 1999)


A cadre of money-hungry lawyers, primed by a $246 billion settlement with the tobacco industry, has set its sights on bankrupting the firearms industry and destroying the Second Amendment.


Bankrolling this brazen assault on our freedoms are billionaire financier George Soros, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and the Castano Group, a syndicate of 40 law firms led by personal-injury lawyer Wendell Gauthier.  Boasted Gauthier in a televised press conference, “We’re a bad dream for the gun industry.”


This is not an idle threat from some sleazy ambulance chaser.  Gauthier and his well-heeled fellow travelers have raised $4 million in the first few weeks, and their war chest grows stronger every day.


Painfully evident in the Castano Groups’s first round of litigation is the same strategy that sunk the tobacco industry—a strategy supported by the same revenue-starved politicians and amplified by an anti-gun media continually calling for sky-high settlements and draconian gun laws.


The Castano Groups’s strategy is especially frightening in one major respect:  It’s not looking for a Supreme Court showdown.  In fact, it doesn’t need a single courtroom win to achieve its objectives.  Its plan is to get so many lawyers to launch so many lawsuits so fast in so many places that the firearms industry simply splinters and disintegrates.


Every freedom-loving American should be repulsed by this end-run of the democratic process.  But Gauthier, who stands to profit handsomely from any settlement, told CNN, “Yes, we’re taking on the gun manufacturers because they’re so strong, the legislature can’t do anything with them.”


Will the gunmakers survive?



Can you imagine America without a Colt, Remington or Winchester?

Our guns explored continents, opened the West, secured freedom, won wars and preserved peace.  Guns make law enforcement possible.  When law enforcement isn’t possible.  When law enforcement isn’t possible, guns are there 2 million times a year helping citizens defend themselves.


But if the gun industry collapses, decreasing supplies of guns and ammunition will drive prices through the roof overnight.  Or liability insurance costs will make shooting products unaffordable.


When a box of shells costs more than a shotgun, and a shotgun costs more than a car, we can’t buy them.  If we can’t buy guns or ammo, we can’t bear arms.  If we can’t bear arms, we can’t be FREE.


Losing this tidal wave of lawsuits means gun ownership will be unaffordable.  And a Second Amendment Americans cannot afford to exercise is no Second Amendment at all!


Indeed, the firearms industry’s legal threat has become your constitutional threat, because what’s at stake is not just their livelihood but your LIBERTY.


And your liberty is under attack in every corner of the country.


A Brooklyn, New York, jury found 15 of the nation’s handgun makers negligent in their marketing practices and awarded a total of $520,000 in damages.  The suit claimed that gunmakers glutted markets with more lenient laws and that guns purchased in those markets landed in the hands of criminals.


One big-city mayor proposed that as many as 50 suits be filed on the same day to overwhelm the firearms industry.  Adds the mayor, “This is not a joke, this is not a game.”


Chicago Mayor Richard Daley is demanding $433 million in damages, claiming that firearms manufacturers contribute to a “public nuisance” by supplying surrounding suburban stores with guns that find their way to Chicago’s streets.


Miami-Dade Mayor Alex Penelas told The Wall Street Journal, “It’s time to send the bill for gun deaths and gun injuries to the gunmakers.”  The mayor’s rhetoric flies in the face of Florida crime statistics.  Florida was the first state to enact a “shall issue” Right-to-Carry law, and in Dade County, the number of permit holders rose from 1,200 to 28,000.  During the same period, violent crime against law-abiding citizens declined dramatically.


In another bizarre twist of liability laws, a suit filed by the mayor of New Orleans claims the gunmakers violate state safety laws by failing to install locks and other high-tech devices on firearms to prevent unauthorized users from firing them.  This comes from a city that recently suspended a program whereby confiscated guns were sent to Glock in exchange for new police pistols and then resold.  Undeterred by his hypocrisy, New Orleans Mayor Marc Morial proclaims, “Now that we’ve [filed suit], many, many cities are interested.”


Indeed, Castano Group cohorts are smelling green in Los Angeles, Baltimore, Bridgeport, St. Louis and San Francisco, with more cities threatening attacks every day.


And now, in what this vast conspiracy hopes will be the coup de grace for the gun industry, anti-gun Senators [Comrade] Charles Schumer, Frank Lautenberg and Dick Durbin introduced the gun Manufacturer Liability Act.  If passed, Senator Lautenberg promises “this law will have gun manufacturers looking down the double-barrel of state AND federal damages."” Adds [Comrade] Schumer, "“his bill has NRA quaking in its boots because the writing is on the wall."


We’re far from “quaking in our boots.”  This is nothing more than headline-hungry mayors and politicians looking for scapegoats for their failed crime-control policies, so they’re jumping in bed with greedy trial lawyers.  But this time, they’re loaded for bear and Americans should rightly fear for their FREEDOMS.


The good news is that NRA counterattacks are hitting home.  Georgia Congressman Bob Barr has introduced fill H.R. 1032 in the U.S. House of Representatives to protect gun manufacturers from these lawsuits.  And NRA is going to fight hard to pass this in the House and Senate and put it on President [Klintoon’s] desk.


In Barr’s home state of Georgia, Gov. Roy Barnes has signed into law an NRA-backed bill prohibiting local governments from suing gun manufacturers, a move that derailed an Atlanta attack.  Similar NRA anti-lawsuit legislation has been filed in Louisiana, Florida, Oklahoma, Texas and 22 other states.


“The point,” says NRA-ILA Executive Director James J. Baker, “is to get rid of the suits that have been filed and throw down road-blocks in 25 to 30 other states where local officials are considering suing.”


However, betting the ranch on a legislative offensive would be a tremendous mistake.  It will take months. Maybe years, to put a statutory stop to these attacks.  Even then, there’s no guarantee we’ll close the breach in every state.  Meanwhile, the Castano Group will continue launching legal assaults at lightning speed.


That’s why NRA President Charllton Heston, Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre and NRA-ILA Executive Director Jim Baker have designed a six-point counterattack:

1. Fight the Battle on Our Home Field

2. Counterattack in Courtrooms
3. Enlist the Aid of Congress
4. Hit the Mayors Where it Hurts
5. Hit the Lawyers Where it Hurts
6. Tell our Story in the Media
But ultimately, our victory comes down to your commitment.


If you want to help—and we’re counting on you more than ever—then call (800) 704-4672 and charge your gift.  And please be sure to keep your eyes on NRALIVE.com for the latest developments from the front lines.

