Transferring Humax Recordings to DVD

A. File Transfer (PVR to PC via USB link)
Humax supply their own Media E-Linker programme. It has no error-correction, so make sure you have a short, good quality USB cable. If you find problems, try Andy Chappell's Media Controller <http://www.enigma.eclipse.co.uk/humax/HumaxMediaController.htm>.
The transferred MPEG Transport Stream (the file has a .ts extension) needs a third-party codec <http://www.dvbportal.de/projects/hdtvpump/> to display on Windows Media Player for either XP or Vista. Windows 7 has this codec built-in.
B. Video Editing (Top & Tail, Advert Removal)
Basic video editing is already present on the Humax although I've tended not to use it. I have an instinctive dislike of hacking away at the only copy of a (perhaps precious) recording and it is not, perhaps, the smartest tool in their box.
There are many PC-based alternatives; most though tend to want to re-multiplex the entire audio-visual stream. This is both excruciatingly time-consuming (on a modest PC) and can introduce annoying lip-sync artifacts (on a less-than-perfect aerial signal).
I much prefer what are known as key-hole video editors. These only re-multiplex the few frames either side of your cut-point; everything else is left as received by your Humax. Two can read the Humax TS format- one free, DVBcut <http://dvbcut.sourceforge.net/> and one commercial ($74.99), VideoReDo <http://www.videoredo.com/>.
C. DVD Mastering
The commercial product, VideoReDo, has DVD mastering built-in.
With DVBcut, you need an extra tool, such as DVDflick <http://www.dvdflick.net/>  (also free) to combine the various episodes, to add an optional selection menu and to burn the resulting directory structure to your DVD.
If you are happy to use command-line tools, dvdauthor and mkisofs are very fast and efficient alternatives. Either:
dvdauthor –t –o {film} {part1}.mpg [{part2}.mpg] [...]
dvdauthor –o {film} –T
or, using the template XML script file output by DVBcut:
dvdauthor –x {film}.xml
followed by:
mkisofs –dvd-video -o {film}.iso {film}
gives an ISO file you can then burn to DVD using the standard Windows system utility.

