The Utilization of Open Government Data: NYS GIS Web Services Case Study
INTERVIEW CONSENT
Purpose: This interview is conducted to collect data for my dissertation project that focuses on the utilization of Open Government Data (OGD), specifically, as part of the case study of New York State (NYS) GIS Web Services. The dissertation project aims to answer three research questions: 1) how stakeholders interact with each other in the process of OGD utilization? 2) what are the enablers and obstacles in the process of OGD utilization, and 3) what is the impact or value created through OGD use from the perspectives of different stakeholders? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participation: Interviews are being conducted with stakeholders who have experience using OGD and are related to NYS GIS Web Services. We request your permission to interview you about your experiences and perceptions in this regard, and if necessary to contact you by phone or email for any further clarification. The interview will last about an hour.
Rights: Your cooperation in this study is completely voluntary. If you prefer not to participate or if you choose to withdraw from the study at any time, you may do so. You may refuse to answer any question and may leave the interview at any time. This interview will be recorded using audiotape equipment and fieldnotes. The information you provide will be used for research purposes only.
A copy of this form will be given to you. For questions about the research, please feel free to contact the interviewer via email (xzhao6@albany.edu). For questions about your rights as a research participant, contact the Compliance Office, Office for Sponsored Programs, University at Albany, at (518) 437-4569.
Confidentiality: To protect your privacy, all transcribing of tapes will be done by the interviewer. Fieldnotes, audiotapes, transcripts, and analysis will be kept by the interviewer in a secure location.  Presentations, reports, and publications will focus attention on general findings. Interviewees’ contributions will be referred to by type of informant, and, to the extent possible, these contributions will be reported in ways that avoid identification of those individuals. When a point can be made only by identifying a person, or when concealing identity is not possible due to the small sample size of persons or organizations involved or the uniqueness of the subject under study, those individuals’ prior permission would be requested. 
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