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This conference aims at bringing together scholars working on a formative period in Indian film history when the different language-based film industries struggled to consolidate themselves. We have in mind the roughly twenty-year period from the late 1930s to the end of the 1950s, during which these industries were at various stages of formation: some still struggling to identify their markets and catch up with technological changes while others had crossed many of these milestones and were poised for spectacular growth from the 1960s onwards. During this period, film form evolved away from its theatrical origins, studios rose and fell, and the industries also contended with the sweeping political changes which brought a new nation into being. On the economic side, production facilities, which were initially scattered over different towns and cities, began to cluster in Presidency capitals and a few other cities. Studios were built, distribution chains established, film journals published and, of course, stars manufactured. Curiously, but for stars, technical/professional personnel and narrative form, very little of this industrial edifice would remain intact beyond the 1950s. Two major political developments had a role to play in triggering off the migration of capital and people related to the industry: partition and the linguistic reorganization of states. These led to significant changes in terms of major production centres and markets. 

For a variety of reasons, including the absence of systematic collections of films and writings on the cinema from this period, very little work has been done on this period. This conference aims at looking back at this period in the history of cinema to ask what its significance might be for the present. There is increasing evidence to show that considerable regional variations make it impossible to speak of a single history of the film industry in India. Simultaneously, there are a number of parallels that make it impossible to claim uniqueness on behalf of any of these industries. The conference intends to bring together film scholars working on various Indian film industries/cultures to initiate a wide ranging discussion that will enable us to arrive a truly comparative perspective on the beginnings of cinema as an industry, public institution and national cultural form in this part of the world. 

Papers are invited on any topic relevant to this period, including studios and financing; peasant cultures, peasant capital and cinema; nation, language and cinema; the consolidation of star systems; film markets and political geography; film form and assembly of genres; state regulation and control, etc. 
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