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5 November 2003

Rev. Rosemary Broadstock

Reforming Alliance

PO Box 968

Newtown 2042

Dear Rosemary,







Following the receipt of your letter and the survey form associated with it, I discussed the matter with our church leaders and we agreed that we would not be distributing the form in the Cootamundra Congregation for the following reasons.

a) It is not constituted by recognised councils of the UCA.

b) The survey itself is designed to appeal to people who hold a certain theological position that is biased against those who are orientated towards homosexuality.

c) No reputable scholar with any experience in doing polls or surveys would endorse this survey in the way this has been constructed. 

d) The survey focuses on only one aspect of Resolution 84, the part that has related to human sexuality, especially homosexuality and therefore simply panders to those who are prone to homophobic expressions of their faith.

e) Even it was possible to establish that the majority of people in the UCA were opposed to homosexual leadership, how does this demonstrate that it is necessarily the will of God? After all, our church is governed by councils who collectively gather to seek to understand God’s will for our church. God’s will is not decided by a survey to decide what people’s opinion is. We are not a democratic community but a theocratic community. If a vote were taken amongst his fellow Jews as to whether or not Jesus was the Messiah he would have lost out by a mile.

f) The continuing argument against the inclusion of homosexuals in leadership positions within the church that simply quotes a few biblical references does not make a very convincing argument. When Galileo said that the Earth rotated around the Sun and not the other way round, he was confronted with the argument “but scripture says….” Those who fought against the abolition of slavery were confronted with the words “but scripture says…When Darwin proposed his theory of evolution he was confronted with the words “but scripture says…” Those who were opposing the segregation and vilification of Negro’s in America were confronted with the words “but scripture says…” Those opposing apartheid in South Africa were confronted with the words “but scripture says…” Women seeking ordination in some churches are still confronted with the words “but scripture says…” These words have been, and continue to be, used whenever one group of people wants to put down or reject another.

g) We believe that most people within the UCA have reached the decision that while they themselves may not necessarily endorse homosexual leaders, they can agree that there might be congregations who think otherwise and could call such a person. Your survey fails to allow for such an expression.

h) It is clear from the comments on the EMU and RA websites that you are not happy to operate within the UCA structures and decision-making process. If this is the case then you have the option of leaving the UCA or making changes within the duly established processes. We do not believe your current action is in the interests of the UCA and its mission and is certainly contrary to the spirit of diversity upon which the UCA has established its basis. 

We therefore urge you to repent of your actions in attempting to de-stabilise the UCA and the Basis of Union and either respect the decisions of the councils of the church or find a community who support your very one sided opinions. 
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Rev. Allan Leggett

