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Important Facts

   California became the thirty-first state on September 9, 1850. California’s capital since 1854 is Sacramento. The state motto is Eureka (I have found it). The state’s nickname is “The Golden State”. The state’s song is “I Love You, California”. The state bird is the California valley quail. The state flower is the golden poppy. The state tree is the California redwood.

Climate

   In California the weather is pleasant. Most people go to California for a vacation because the south is warm all year around. The north of California is cooler than the rest because it is near the mountains. 

Land

   Most of California is urban. Urban is a city-like place with many of big buildings. Some places are rural. Rural is a country-like place with forests and wild animals.

People

   The population of California is about 33,872,000. Many actors, actresses, and singers live in California, usually in the Los Angeles area. 

Economy

Chief products

   California’s agriculture contains milk, greenhouse and nursery products, grapes, beef cattle, cotton, almonds, eggs, and tomatoes.  

   California’s manufacturing contains computer and electronic products, food products, transportation equipment, and chemicals.

Government

State government
   The state government of California has a 4-year term. This means that the government serves for the state for 4 years. 

   There are 40 state senators in California. They serve a 4-year term.

   There are 58 counties in California.

Federal government

   In each state, including California, there are 2 senators. 

   California has 52 representatives (53 beginning in January 2003).

   California has 54 electoral votes (55 beginning in January 2003). 

Important

Places

   Death Valley, in California, is the lowest point in the United States. Mt. Whitney, also in California, is the highest point in the United States not including Alaska and Hawaii.

   California is a major attraction in the United States. Hollywood, the Golden Gate Bridge, Sequoia National Park, and Disneyland are the most visited places by travelers.

   Sutter’s Mill is a historical site in California because gold was found there.

People
Marcus Allen football player San Diego
Luis Walter Alvarez inventor, San Francisco
Shirley Temple Black actress, ambassador, Santa Monica
Robert Bower inventor, Santa Monica
Dave Brubeck musician, Concord
Julia Child chef, television, Pasadena
Coolio rap artist, Los Angeles
Frederick G. Cottrell inventor, Oakland
Leonardo DiCaprio actor Hollywood
Joe DiMaggio baseball player, Martinez  
John Frémont explorer, San Francisco
Robert Frost poet, San Fancisco
Jerry Garcia guitarist, singer, San Francisco
Charles P. Ginsburg inventor, San Francisco
Richard Pancho Gonzales tennis player, Los Angeles
Jeff Gordon car racer, Vallejo
William Randolph Hearst publisher, San Francisco
Mariel Hemingway actress, Mill Valley
Sidney Howard playwright, Oakland
Anthony M. Kennedy jurist, Sacramento
Jack London author, San Francisco
George Lucas filmmaker, Modesto
Theodore Harold Maiman inventor, Los Angeles
Mark McGwire baseball player, Pomona   
Richard M. Nixon U.S. president, Yorba Linda
Isamu Noguchi sculptor, Los Angeles
George S. Patton, Jr. general, San Gabriel
Robert Redford actor, Santa Monica
Sally K. Ride astronaut, Encino
William Saroyan author, Fresno
Lincoln Steffens journalist, author, San Francisco
John Steinbeck author, Salinas 
Earl Warren jurist, Los Angeles 
Myra Wilson actress, Burbank
Eldrick "Tiger" Woods golfer, Cypress
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