June 19th, 2009
Résumé
Name: Ram Rachum

Birth: August 25th, 1986

I have tried to put the relevant details about my life in this résumé.

Timeline:
1986 – Born in Afula, Israel. I lived my childhood in Nazareth Illit.

1995 – Accepted to school for gifted children in Kfar Tavor (later relocated to Jordan Valley College).

1995 – Age 9, began studying BASIC with private tutor. This was a key turning point for me. It was then that I understood that programming is awesome.
1999 – Began studying C at the school for gifted children.

2001 – 2004 – Accepted to the Israeli Academy for Science and Arts – a prestigious boarding school in Jerusalem. My major was physics. While in high-school I programmed a few nice things in C++: A basic 3D engine, and some physical simulations (mostly of hanging ropes.) I think it was then that I started my love affair with computer simulations. 
2004 – Finished high-school exams (Bagrut) and psychometric exam. My score in the psychometric was 725. The Bagrut score I don't remember exactly, but I think the total average was about 101.

2005 – Dismissed from IDF. Began studying for a Bachelor's degree in Electric Engineering at the Technion.

These are the courses I took at the Technion: First two courses in C++/OOP, Physics 1, Calculus 1 and 2, Linear Algebra, Modern Algebra, Digital Systems 1 and 2.
In this period I was also introduced to Python for the first time.
Early 2006 – After two semesters, realized I didn't like it. I didn't like engineering or the Technion. I liked pure math. I began understanding how the university works and the connection between academia and science. I decided that I could study better if I wasn't in the university, and I was willing to give up the degree for it.

2006 – 2007 – I started a start-up called Bintos with a friend of mine. The idea was to produce video lectures for high-school students, and to distribute them freely over the internet, with the revenue coming from advertisements. We produced a pilot that received positive feedback from students, but we failed to find an investment. In 2007 I decided to ditch the project because I couldn't afford to spend any more time looking for an investment. 
What I learned from this is how to build a project from scratch and manage it when everyone else thinks it's a hopeless endeavor. I learned to perform in merciless environments. I also learned how to work like crazy.

If you want to check out the pilot we made, it's still at http://bintos.com
Even though my first attempt at a start-up did not succeed, I am still determined to return to this world, either as a founder or as an early employee.
2007 – 2009 (Now) – Working a side job as freelance computer technician. I have also completed a few technician courses at Cisco Academy:

· IT Essentials: PC Hardware and Software

· CCNA Discovery: Networking for Home and Small Businesses

· CCNA Discovery: Working at a Small-to-Medium Business or ISP

Early 2006 – Late 2007 – Studying math independently. I was mostly using video lectures, books, the web, and attending lectures at the Hebrew University. I learned a lot, until I felt that I was really smart.

Then I decided that math was interesting, but it was just a tool, and its purpose is to be applied to something slightly more pragmatic. I decided that physics was an interesting thing which was relatively pure, so my new goal was to master physics.
When I started studying physics I immediately started studying Python again, so I could program physics simulations. In my mind, simulations are absolutely essential for doing physics.
Late 2007 – 2009 (Now) – Studying physics independently. Currently I'm exploring classical radiation, and the movement of bodies under electromagnetic fields (in relativistic velocities.)
All the time I've been studying physics, I've been programming simulations that demonstrate the relevant physical laws. After doing so many of these simulations, I felt a need for one project to unite them. There was so much code that I had to write again and again for each simulation I programmed, so I figured I should write a package that will take care of all of that functionality, and to use that every time I want to program a simulation. Which leads us to…
March 2009 – Now – Working on my open source project, GarlicSim. (Website: http://garlicsim.com)

It is a Pythonic framework for writing, running and analyzing simulations. I'm using it mostly for physics simulations, but it can handle most other kinds, like game theory, electronics, epidemic spread, etc.

Programming languages: I can only program Python right now, but I am willing to learn languages like Perl or Ruby or Lisp or things like that.

Technologies I know very well: Windows XP, Python, wxPython, Wolfram Mathematica, Acronis software, VNC.
Technologies I know well enough to use: Eclipse, Git, Soya3D, Photoshop, Premiere, VMware, LaTeX, SAGE, MS Word, MS Excel, MS PowerPoint, HTML/CSS, PHP, Audacity.
I'm good with PC hardware, I can disassemble/assemble a computer.

I have a strong background in Mathematics, and some background in Physics.

I speak Hebrew and English, and I'm fluent in both.
I have no health issues.

I am exempt from IDF reserve duty ("Miluim").

You can check out some of my writings on my personal website: http://cool-rr.com 
About myself and what I want:

I am currently 23 years old. The main thing I'm doing right now is studying physics and programming. I work as a freelance computer technician to pay the bills. It pays okay for the time but it's a very unpredictable source of income. I'm interested in getting a steady job so I'll have better financial security.

I want the job to be flexible. It's much more important to me than the pay or the benefits or the prestige. I'm willing to work hard, but it's important for me not to be too restricted in how I work.
I want to work on interesting problems.

My qualities:
I'm incredibly smart.

I'm incredibly ambitious and confident in my abilities. I believe I can do anything.
I am brutally honest.

I don't do half-assed jobs.
I treat my work like art.
I am hard-working and responsible.
I am imaginative and original.

I am very open-minded.

I am prepared to invest from myself in the company I'll be working in.
My abilities for independent work, self-study, self-discipline and self-management are extraordinary.
I hope I described myself well enough. If you have any questions or you are interested in employing me, my e-mail is cool-rr@cool-rr.com and my phone number is 972-54-3136912.
