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WHAT?
Silent Candlelight Vigil 

WHERE?
Corner of Broad Street and Capitol Avenue, Hartford


WHEN?
Thursday, December 20TH 



     

3:15-3:45 Gather at Star on the map



     

3:45-6:00 Vigil along Capitol and Broad



WHO?
All are welcome!  Concerned citizens, people who are homeless, formerly homeless, housing & service providers, advocates, leaders from the faith community.

WHY?
The shelters are overflowing with people who are homeless.  Record numbers of people are being turned away simply because there is no space.  We know how to end homelessness.  We have the resources.  


WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?

It is time for state government to give full and 

immediate attention to this issue.  
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For more information please call the CT Coalition to End Homelessness 

(860) 721-7876.  Thank you!

[image: image2.wmf]CANDLELIGHT VIGIL:

Parking is available at the Legislative Office Building Garage:
The Legislative Office Building is located at 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford.
Traveling on I-84 East - Take Exit 48, Capitol Avenue, get into the right lane of the exit ramp. At the end of the exit ramp turn right onto Capitol Avenue. Take the first right past the Legislative Office Building, proceed to the back of the garage and take a right to enter the garage using the left hand lane.
Traveling on I-84 West - Take Exit 48, towards Asylum Street. Turn right at the traffic light onto Asylum Avenue, then immediately take the left fork which is Farmington Avenue. Turn left onto Broad Street, immediately after the State Armory building take the first left and then another left at the end of the short access road. Follow this road around the garage to the back and take a right to enter the garage using the left hand lane.
Traveling on I-91 North or South - Take Exit 29A, Capitol Avenue, follow the highway along to Pulaski Circle, go half way around the circle and exit to the right onto Elm Street. Take a left onto Trinity St.  At the first traffic light take a right onto Capitol Ave. Go past the Capitol building and the I-84 entrance ramp, all on your right. Take the first right past the Legislative Office Building, proceed to the back of the garage and take a right to enter the garage using the left hand lane.
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2001, 3:30 – 6:00

Corner of Broad Street and Capitol Avenue, Hartford

CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE ATTENDING!

Call the CT Coalition to End Homelessness at 860-721-7876.  We must know how many people will participate and which programs/communities in the state will be represented.

SECOND – BRING THE FOLLOWING

1. At least one banner per group.  (See below)

2.  Designate one person for every ten people in your group to serve as a peacekeeper.

Peacekeepers will insure that we follow all the laws that apply to our vigil including not blocking the street and leaving a path open on sidewalks.  Peacekeepers should arrive at the vigil wearing a white armband (home made will do.)

3.  For those coming from outside of Hartford, provide food and beverages for your group to have either before arriving or after leaving the vigil.  We will not have food or beverages at the vigil site.

4.  Designate one person in your group who has experienced homelessness to be prepared to speak to the press – TV, radio, and newspaper.  Assist person to develop brief talking points regarding the increased demand for emergency shelter and the need to fund affordable housing and services as the real solution to homelessness.  Help direct the press to that person during the vigil.

5.  Candles for the vigil will be available in Hartford at the start of the vigil.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MAKING BANNERS FOR THE VIGIL

The goal is to reach people in their cars as they drive to the highway.  Therefore, banners have to be large; with neon lettering at least 24” high.

Recommended Messages:  

(1) No Room at the Inn or (2) No Vacancy or 

(3) No Place Like Home Bridge (or Box, or Park Bench, etc.)

A simple approach is to tear a bed sheet lengthwise and place the message lengthwise as well.  Several people can stand together to hold the banner with each one still being able to hold a candle for the vigil. Another option is to use poster boards; place one letter per board and then have people stand in sequence beside each other to spell the message.  

Use neon spray paint for the letters.

Lowe’s Home Improvement and Home Depot each carry spray paint.
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