	 

What is a scholarly article?
[My professor says I must use academic journals. How do I know if it is academic?] 

Use the chart below to compare a scholarly journal article to a popular magazine article.
 

Scholarly journal article
Popular magazine article
content 
original research or comprehensive review of existing research
general information, typically current events, providing broader overview of the topic
format 
structured article with abstract, literature review, methodology, conclusion, and bibliography
do not necessarily follow structured format 
audience 
professionals/students in a particular field of study
general public
authors 
scholars or experts in the field; articles are signed and credentials are provided
hired journalists or professional writers; articles are often unsigned or may not provide author's credentials
documentation 
thorough bibliography or "cited references" provided
does not include a bibliography, though research or reports may be mentioned in the text of the article
peer review 
article goes through a review process by other experts in the same discipline
editor reviews/accepts article
purpose 
to inform the reader of scholarly/scientific research 
to entertain or inform general public 
examples 
Journal of Asian History
Quarterly Journal of Economics
Psychological Bulletin
American Historical Review
Time 
Newsweek 
Sports Illustrated
Rolling Stone



 

