Chairs Game: Competition or Cooperation
This demonstration will help students understand the concepts of the functionalist and conflict perspectives. You will be playing “musical chairs” so naturally you will need some music and chairs. If your room can’t accommodate this, relocate or bring in a few chairs and ask for a few volunteers. 


1) Tell the students that you are going to play musical chairs, this should spark their curiosity, as in regular musical chairs, remove a chair after each round.



2) There will be a winner just as in regular musical chairs



3) At the end there will be one chair and two people, naturally someone will get that chair



4) In the second round, tell students that when they are confronted with one less chair, they should attempt to share the remaining chairs, still remove a chair after each round. They will need to now figure out how they will get everyone left on the chairs, discourage any lap sitting, probably isn’t ethical and legally not a good idea. 



5) As you get to the end and it becomes clear that you will not get everyone on the last chair or two, ask the students what solution to that problem could give everyone a seat? Someone should say, we can all sit on the floor. That is exactly the solution. 


How is this reflective of the functionalist perspective? The conflict perspective? Students should say that the functionalist perspective looks at the interdependence of people and institutions to each other, the conflict perspective looks at how groups compete for limited resources, in this case the chairs. 



When everyone sat on the floor, no one needed to compete, there was no conflict and made it functional for everyone. You can also ask them what was the manifest and latent functions of this game? 


Possible pitfalls: This game will get rowdy, some students will get discouraged which is really an opportunity to discuss what happens when some groups get tired of competing, they drop out. You also have an example later of your social stratification unit, class consciousness on the part of those that dropped out and class consciousness when those remaining came up with a solution to the limited resource, the chair. Both groups became class conscious.
