FORGIVENESS IS REDEMPTION
Now that we are from the Easter weekend (Pass Over), and all Christians have prayed for forgiveness for their sins, and that some have 

found time to ask for the mercy for those who sinned against them , I hope that the Honourable Arch-Bishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu has found in his heart to forgive President Zuma. The Honourable Arch- Bishop has been on record to say that he is embarrassed to be led by Cde Zuma. He is also on record to say that he is prepared not to vote in boycott to President Zuma. Now that reality has set in that President Zuma is undoubtedly on the road to Union Building, the sinless Arch-Bishop Tutu should find it in his heart to forgive and accept that President Zuma is his President come rain or sunshine.
Tutu’s recent public outbursts are seen as an unwillingness to embrace and forgive Zuma. Tutu has become a player in a political contest. A pastoral duty invokes forgiveness (read Matthew 6: 7-14) I am favourably disposed to those who pray for the sinners rather than those who judge and condemn. Somehow I was made to believe that condemnation is to be left to the Almighty.

Writing to the then president P.W. Botha, Arch-Bishop Tutu quoted from the St Francis of Assisi prayer. The archbishop wrote: “Where there is hatred, let me sow love, where there is injury, pardon, where there is despair, hope. He prayed that God should grant that he might not seek to be understood so much as to understand, and that it is I forgiving that we are forgiven”. That was vintage Tutu- a man of God willing to forgive the architects of apartheids heinous crimes.

During the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) hearings, the archbishop cried as he forgave and pardoned those guilty of unspeakable crimes. His readiness to speak truth to power was an inspiration to many of us. In response, we accepted the amnesty given to his son for causing a bomb scare at East London airport in 1989. The TRC suggested that Trevor Tutu’s conduct fell within the definition of an “act associated with a political objective”. Equally, we rallied behind the archbishop when former president Thabo Mbeki challenged the veracity of issues he raised in the 2004 Nelson Mandela lecture. Mbeki argued that the archbishop “contemptuously dismisses the members of the movement as voting cattle”. Mbeki told Tutu to familiarize himself with internal ANC processes rather than make gratuitous insults about our members, based on refusal to accept the bona fides of all for which he appealed”.
Tutu’s suggestion that Zuma should appear in court to prove his innocence displays a glaring ignorance of the provisions of the constitution. In addition to the provision allowing the accused to make representation to the NPA, our constitution does not require the accused to prove his innocence. It is the duty of the state to prove that the accused is guilty. We should not read the constitution selectively.

One hopes that Tutu will look beyond Zuma’s faults and be a magnanimous as he was to the apartheid masters. As a Christian he might then find it in him to pray for Zuma and break bread with him. Zuma is definitely not an angel, and Tutu is free to dislike him.          
